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With the rising complexity of patient care  comes a rising need for collaborative
work. The articles in this issue explore two important questions in this regard: How
should we organize collaborative work? And how should we prepare future genera-
tions for it?

Packard et al. [1] test whether students’ performance working up a case and per-
ceptions of interprofessional skills would improve if they are given modeled exam-
ples of interprofessional communication and a team reasoning framework. 

Holmqvist et al. [2] highlight the need for co-ordinated research efforts to deter-
mine the usefulness of student-run clinics as ideal sites to advance learning in team-
work and social accountability.

Newhouse et al. [3] add to our understanding of how to design effective heart
failure management programs. Using a Delphi process, they report data from a
series of consultations among health professionals, patients, and family caregivers.

Hutchison et al. [4] test the hypothesis that clinical pharmacists, physicians, and
other healthcare professionals providing medication therapy management can
improve outcomes and reduce costs among patients at high risk of adverse reac-
tions from medication.  

Arar et al. [5] provide insights into the cycles of growth through which multidis-
ciplinary research teams operate. And finally, Butson et al. [6] examine the problems
that can affect the creation of interprofessional virtual communities of practice.

All of these studies reflect variations on the theme of care complexity and the
need for multidimensional platforms to address that complexity. These studies also
highlight the kinds of skills we need to hone—dialogue, compassion, attention to
the other, extending loyalties, and social interdependencies. Indeed, when care is
complex, when interactions among health professionals and patient become intri-
cate, with the need to process higher amounts of information, it pays to hone our
collaborative brains to broaden our perspective, widen our insights, and extend our
predictive abilities. Such collaborative brains would work their way, through succes-
sive approximations, toward a better understanding of interprofessional practice.
Armed with ideas, tools, and vocabulary, they would elevate their approaches to
problems—each new understanding building on another, each new insight the
source of a productive vitality that can carry the group for a while, until the next
problem, the next challenge to its imagination, the next insight.
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